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Minutes of Meeting of Jharkhand Occupational Safety and Health Cell
National Health Mission, Department of Health, Jharkhand
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Venue: RCH Conference Hall Date: 215t January 2015

The meeting of Jharkhand Occupational Safety and Health (JOSH) Cell was
convened on 21st of January at RCH Conference hall/RCH campus, Namkum, Ranchi.
The meeting was presided over by Mr. Ashish Singhmar, Mission Director, National
Health Mission, Dept. of Health & FW, GoJ; was conducted by Dr. Rakesh Dayal, STO,
Jharkhand and attended by members of JOSH (List annexed)

The meeting started with welcome address by Dr Rakesh Dayal (State TB Officer). He
welcomed all the participants and informed about the menace of Occupational Health
Hazards (OHH) causing Pneumoconiosis especially Silica particles causing Silicosis and
need of a comprehensive approach towards the issue. The members were informed
about the actions taken by the nodal department for Silicosis i.e Labour department,
the roles & responsibilities assigned to Health department in the state action plan
prepared by the nodal department and activities carried out so far by the jOSH cell.
Following were the key discussion points with suggestions and recommendations:

¢ All three medical colleges should be made nodal centers for management of
Silicosis & other allied occupational diseases. To achieve it, strengthening of
diagnostic services is required for which budget should be incorporated in the
PIP of 2015-16. If required, budget provisions may also be made through state
budget to medical colleges. Budgeting is required for equipments like one high
resolution X-ray (300 mA), two Spirometers & other related logistics in each
medical college hospital. A report from medical colleges should be sought
regarding availability of such equipments.

e The cases suspected by MO at PHC, CHC, Referral & Sub-divisional Hospitals
should be referred to respective District Hospital for further evaluation (as all
civil surgeons have already been designated as notifying surgeon by the Labour
department) where after necessary investigations & provisional diagnosis as
case of Silicosis, treatment should be started and then should be referred to
nearest medical college hospital for further evaluation and necessary actions.
Medical College Hospital, if necessary, should refer the case to nearest Regional
Institute of Occupational Health (RIOH) for further confirmation. At the same
time such case should be reported to nearest ESI Hospital.

e Record of such cases should be maintained at district level and sent to JOSH Cell
on monthly basis (by 5t of every month) and to the Labour department on
quarterly basis with a copy to JOSH cell (by 7t of month following end of
quarter).

e District TB Officer (DTO) of each district shall assist Civil Surgeon office for
maintenance & compilation of report. The higher centers also then need to send
feedback to referring district.

¢ The members suggested a simple format for reporting & feedback (two sets of
forms) which should be sent to all districts and medical colleges. (Format
annexed)
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e All such cases should be screened for pulmonary TB by doing Sputum smear
microscopy for AFB (to rule out TB or co-existent TB).

o Proper counseling of such cases should be done at all levels.

e List of ESI Hospitals in the state should be sought from ESI directorate/Labour
department and should be provided to all members of JOSH cell and all districts.

e A report regarding the availability of investigatory facilities for Silicosis
available in the district & referral hospitals should be sought from all districts.

e Frequent sensitization of CSs and DTOs at state level and MOs at district level
should be carried out.

e Involvement of industries/companies under CSR for IEC and screening in camp
mode with the help of Labour department & Industries department. ,

e IEC cell to be requested to develop prototype of IEC materials (having
information about hazards, warning signs, preventive measures etc.). The
developed IEC material should be displayed at health facilities. Also the
prototype should be provided to Labour & Industries department for display at
all factories /mines/industries/companies.

e Suggested mandatory post mortem examinations of silicosis victims require
legal opinion or opinion from ESI directorate.

e Possibilities of including the victims under RSBY/BPL scheme should be
explored.

e Director, Medical Education should also be included in the JOSH Cell.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks by Dr Rakesh Dayal. He thanked all the
participants for their valuable time and suggestions.

Dr. Rakesh Dayal Ashish Singhmar

STO, Jharkhand IAS
MD NHM, Jharkhand
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Appendix -1

The meeting was attended by:
. Mr. Ashish Singhmar Mission Director, NHM
2. Dr. Sumant Mishra Director in Chief, Health
3. Dr. Rakesh Dayal STO, Jharkhand
4. Dr. K K Singh HOD, TB & Chest, RIMS, Ranchi
5. Dr. Shamim Haidar HOD, PSM, RIMS, Ranchi
6. Dr. S Sircar Asst. Prof. PSM, MGM, JSR
7. Dr. R R Pathak WHO Consultant, RNTCP
8. Dr. V.Ghule WHO Consultant, RNTCP
9. Dr. Madhulika UNICEF
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District level Reporting Format:

Name of District:
Reporting for the Month of:
Date of reporting:

Pneumoconiosis
Sr.No. Activities Silicosis other than
Silicosis
k. Number of suspected Silicosis/Pneumoconiosis
- screened
2. Number provisionally diagnosed as
- Silicosis/Pneumoconiosis
3. Number found to have co-infection with TB
4. Number found to have only TB
1 5. Number (out of 2) referred to Medical College
6. Number (out of 5) feedback received

Name & Designation of Reporting Officer

Medical College Reporting Format:

Name of Medical College:
Reporting Quarter:
Date of reporting:

Pneumoconiosis
Sr.No. Activities Silicosis other than
Silicosis

b, Number of provisionally diagnosed

Silicosis/Pneumoconiosis cases received
2. Number (out of 1) evaluated o
3 Number (out of 2) whose provisional diagnosis was

confirmed
4. Number (out of 3) referred to RIOH
5. | Number (out of 3) reported to ESI Hospital
0. Number (out of 3) whose feedback sent to referring

District

Name & Designation of Reporting Officer
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